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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Silverbrook (U.S. Pat. 6,364,451). 

Silverbrook discloses: 

regarding claim 1, providing the inkjet printer as a complementary cradle 
(Figure 6) and starter cartridge (58 - 64 of Figure 6) wherein the cradle is arranged to 
operate a number of cartridges having differing performance characteristics (Column 6, 
Lines 1 - 8; Column) 

regarding claim 2, wherein the differing performance characteristics of 
the cartridges includes one or more of: printing speed; ink capacity; number and types 
of inks (Column 6, Lines 1 - 8) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Silverbrook 
(U.S. Pat. 6,364,451) in view of Eun (U.S. Pat. 6,033,053). 

The applied reference has a common inventor with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
only under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) might be overcome 
by: (1) a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not an 
invention "by another"; (2) a showing of a date of invention for the claimed subject 
matter of the application which corresponds to subject matter disclosed but not claimed 
in the reference, prior to the effective U.S. filing date of the reference under 37 CFR 
1.131; or (3) an oath or declaration under 37 CFR 1.130 stating that the application and 
reference are currently owned by the same party and that the inventor named in the 
application is the prior inventor under 35 U.S.C. 104, together with a terminal disclaimer 
in accordance with 37 CFR 1.321(c). This rejection might also be overcome by showing 
that the reference is disqualified under 35 U.S.C. 103(c) as prior art in a rejection under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a). See MPEP § 706.02(l)(1) and § 706.02(l)(2). 

Silverbrook discloses all of the claimed limitations except for the following: 
regarding claim 3, wherein the printing speeds of the cartridges varies 
between 15 ppm to 60 ppm 
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Eon discloses: 

regarding claim 3, wherein the printing speeds of the cartridges varies 
between 15 ppm to 60 ppm (Column 4, Lines 27 - 37). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teaching of the printing speeds of the 
cartridges varies between 15 ppm to 60 ppm as taught by Eon into the device of Morita 
et al as modified by Freire et al. The motivation for doing so would have been to 
increase speed of printing. 

Claims 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Silverbrook 
(U.S. Pat. 6,364,451) in view of Trafton et al (U.S. Pat. 6,851,799). 

The applied reference has a common inventor with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
only under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) might be overcome 
by: (1) a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not an 
invention "by another"; (2) a showing of a date of invention for the claimed subject 
matter of the application which corresponds to subject matter disclosed but not claimed 
in the reference, prior to the effective U.S. filing date of the reference under 37 CFR 
1.131; or (3) an oath or declaration under 37 CFR 1.130 stating that the application and 
reference are currently owned by the same party and that the inventor named in the 
application is the prior inventor under 35 U.S.C. 104, together with a terminal disclaimer 
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in accordance with 37 CFR 1.321(c). This rejection might also be overcome by showing 
that the reference is disqualified under 35 U.S.C. 103(c) as prior art in a rejection under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a). See MPEP § 706.02(l)(1) and § 706.02(l)(2). 

Silverbrook discloses all of the claimed limitations except for the following: 
regarding claim 4, wherein the ink capacity of the cartridges varies 
between 150ml of ink to 300ml of ink 

Trafton et al discloses: 

regarding claim 4, wherein the ink capacity of the cartridges varies 
between 150ml of ink to 300ml of ink (Column 1, Lines 42 - 50) 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teaching of the ink capacity of the cartridges 
varies between 150ml of ink to 300ml of ink as taught by Trafton et al into the device of 
Morita et al as modified by Freire et al. The motivation for doing so would have been to 
extend the life of the ink cartridge by increasing the ink capacity. 

Claims 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over 
Silverbrook (U.S. Pat. 6,364,451) in view of Silverbrook et al (U.S. Pat. 6,238,115). 

The applied reference has a common inventor with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
only under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) might be overcome 
by: (1) a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not an 
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invention "by another"; (2) a showing of a date of invention for the claimed subject 
matter of the application which corresponds to subject matter disclosed but not claimed 
in the reference, prior to the effective U.S. filing date of the reference under 37 CFR 
1.131; or (3) an oath or declaration under 37 CFR 1.130 stating that the application and 
reference are currently owned by the same party and that the inventor named in the 
application is the prior inventor under 35 U.S.C. 104, together with a terminal disclaimer 
in accordance with 37 CFR 1.321(c). This rejection might also be overcome by showing 
that the reference is disqualified under 35 U.S.C. 103(c) as prior art in a rejection under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a). See MPEP § 706.02(l)(1) and § 706.02(l)(2). 

Silverbrook discloses all of the claimed limitations except for the following: 
regarding claim 5, wherein the number and types of inks includes black, 
cyan, magenta, yellow, infrared and an ink fixative 

Silverbrook et al discloses: 

regarding claim 5, wherein the number and types of inks includes black, 
cyan, magenta, yellow, infrared and an ink fixative (Column 5, Lines 46-61) 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teaching of the number and types of inks 
includes black, cyan, magenta, yellow, infrared and an ink fixative as taught by 
Silverbrook et al into the device of Morita et al as modified by Freire et al. The 
motivation for doing so would have been to improve the quality of printing. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Uhlenhake whose telephone number is (571) 
272-5916. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Meier can be reached on (571) 272-2149. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JSU / 
November 30, 2005 





